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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 14th March 2016 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, R A Payne, P 

S Potts, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 

County Councillor M R Tew 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs J M Cole, T R 

Huggins, J C Price and Mrs J E Tavener and District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

 

202/15 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Parker, the Minutes 

of the meeting held on 8th February 2016 were approved as a correct record and signed 

by the Chairman 

 

 

203/15 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

Councillor England declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in Minute No. 211/15 

(Proposed Replacement Parish Centre/Sports Facilities) as he was a member of the 

Warboys Sports Field Committee and Warboys Cricket Club and related to a trustee of 

the land.  However he had previously been granted a dispensation by the Council to speak 

but not vote on matters relating to the Sports Field. 

 

 

204/15 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 8th 

February 2016:- 

 

(a) Jubilee Park 

 

Further to Minute No. 178/15(a), the Clerk reported that he was awaiting a 

quotation from Michael Murray Signs for the installation of a suitable sign at 

Jubilee Park following the approval of byelaws by the Department for 

Communities and Local Government. 
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(b) Notice Boards 

 

Further to Minute No. 178/15(b), the Clerk reported that the notice board recently 

installed in Humberdale Way had been defaced by graffiti on the pinboard which 

the Handymen were unable to remove but which would be obscured from view if 

sufficient notices were posted. 

 

(c) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 178/15(c), the Clerk reported that the Council’s insurers 

had paid the claim for the replacement of the Christmas tree lighting which had 

been vandalised in December.  An order would be placed for the replacement 

once the Christmas Lighting Group had decided upon the choice of lighting. 

 

Councillor Willis advised that the Lighting Group were still awaiting a reply from 

the company engaged to erect and dismantle the lighting as to the additional cost 

if the work was scheduled for Warboys individually as opposed to when the 

company were in the area to undertake work in neighbouring communities. 

 

(d) Parish Centre Roof 

 

Further to Minute No. 178/15(e), the Clerk reported that further leaks had 

occurred in the Parish Centre hall roof in the week preceding the meeting when 

heavy rainfall had occurred.  However this would involve the repair of the 

asbestos roof panels which was likely to be expensive.  As plans were being 

developed for the replacement of the Parish Centre, the situation would be 

monitored and a further report submitted if the problem continued. 

 

(e) School Crossing Patrol 

 

Further to Minute No. 178/15(f), County Councillor Tew confirmed that the 

County Council had decided to retain school crossing patrols in their budget for 

2016/17. 

 

(f) DBS Checks 

 

Further to Minute No. 178(h), the Clerk reported that Hunts Forum were about to 

cease carrying out DBS checks for local organisations because there had been 

insufficient interest to justify the cost.  However having been unable to identify a 

suitable category of contact with children and vulnerable adults by Council 

Members and employees to warrant a DBS check, the Clerk reported that Hunts 

Forum had taken advice from Voluntary Community Action East Cambs.  

 

The Clerk reported that the organisation had advised that a regulated activity for 

the purposes of a DBS check required a person to be volunteering or working with 

the same vulnerable child or adult on a regular basis for 4 times in any 30 day 

period.  In addition, as none of the Council’s Members or employees were in a 

specified activity involving regular contact as opposed to coming into contact 

with a vulnerable person as a consequence of their employment, it had been 

suggested that a DBS check was unnecessary.  It was therefore   
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RESOLVED 

 

that no action be taken to obtain DBS checks for Council Members and 

employees.   

 

(g) Footpaths 

 

Arising from Minute No. 179/15, the Chairman reported that a waymark had been 

dislodged on footpath 6 between Warboys and Pidley.  From the location 

identified, the Clerk suggested that this might be situated in Pidley-cum-Fenton 

Parish but that the Walking Group would investigate when one of their walks next 

used this route. 

 

(h) Tree Surgery 

 

Arising from Minute No. 183/15, Members were informed that an application had 

been submitted to the District Council by the tree surgeon engaged by the Parish 

Council for the cutting back of trees in Adams Lyons playground and that the 

work was scheduled to be carried out on 7th June to avoid the bird nesting season.  

 

(i) Hanging Baskets 

 

Arising from Minute No. 184/15, the Clerk reported that the proprietary brackets 

available from local retailers for the hanging baskets to be hung at shops in the 

village would not be sufficiently strong to hold the weight of a filled basket.  The 

suppliers of the hanging baskets had recommended use of their own brackets and 

under the circumstances, an order had been placed from that company to avoid 

any potential problems of the brackets failing to hold the weight. 

 

(j) Defibrillator 

 

Arising from Minute No. 185/15, Councillor Mrs Wyatt reported that enquiries 

were ongoing with regard to the purchase of a defibrillator to be sited in the 

village, although progress had been slower than anticipated. 

 

(k) Photocopier 

 

Arising from Minute No. 186/15, Members were informed that the replacement 

photocopier had been delivered and was now in use, with a training session 

arranged for later in the week. 

 

(l) Proposed Development of 120 Dwellings South of Station Road 

 

Further to Minute No. 189/15, the Clerk reported that he had obtained the names 

of the former WWII station commanders of RAF Warboys from an RAF website 

but was awaiting confirmation as to their accuracy from RAF Wyton before 

submitting them to the developers of the land south of Station Road as prospective 

street names. 
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(m) Textile Recycling Banks 

 

Further to Minute No. 190/15, the Clerk reported that the replacement textile 

banks had now been delivered but as these were significantly smaller than the 

previous banks, it was hoped that these would be emptied more frequently by the 

new company.  The District Council had confirmed that the Parish Council would 

continue to receive the recycling credits for the textiles collected and the Clerk 

undertook to try to arrange for the banks to be relocated to the position occupied 

by the previous banks.  

 

(n) The Queen’s 90th Birthday 

 

Further to Minute No. 192/15, the Clerk reported that an order had been placed 

for the supply of a portable beacon to be lit as part of the national chain of 

beacons to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday on 21st April.  The lighting of a 

beacon in Warboys had been registered as part of the official beacon chain and a 

time had been issued for the beacon to be lit at 7.30 p.m.  Members were also 

informed that the Rector had no objection to the Church being used for 

refreshments after the event had concluded. 

 

The Chairman reported that she had organised a meeting of those Members who 

had volunteered to help with organising the event which would be held later in the 

week.  She also reported that the School and the Community Association had both 

asked if they could borrow the beacon for an event in connection with the 

Queen’s official birthday in June and Feast Week respectively. 

 

Councillor Mrs Harlock reported that the Warboys Branch of the Women’s 

Institute would be organising a litter pick in the village on 8th April at 10.00 a. m. 

and would welcome any volunteers offering to help. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the School and the Community Association be permitted to borrow the 

beacon for the events proposed. 

 

(o) Annual Parish Meeting 

 

Further to Minute No. 193/15, Members were informed that Ms E Mead, the Moat 

House Surgery Practice Manager, and Mr T Patel of Wards of Warboys had 

agreed to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting on 7th April and the Chairman 

offered to arrange for posters to be prepared for distribution in the village. 

 

(p) Huntingdonshire Association for Community Transport 

 

Further to Minute No. 194/15, the Clerk reported that the Huntingdonshire 

Association for Community Transport had supplied information about the 

organisation which he had forwarded electronically to Members. 
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205/15 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 8th February 

2016 be received. 

 

 

206/15 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that the statistics on the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website 

showed that 22 crimes had been recorded for the Warboys and Bury District Ward in 

February, including 2 dwelling burglaries, 1 case of criminal damage, 1 drugs offence, 5 

other thefts, 3 vehicle crimes, 9 violent crimes and 1 other crime, together with 3 reports 

of anti-social behaviour. 

 

The Chairman reported that she had spoken recently to youngsters congregating in the 

tennis court who had suggested that goal posts be positioned inside the perimeter fencing 

to enable them to play football in the tennis court itself.  The Clerk mentioned that 

football was being played in the car park again, sometimes late in the evening, which was 

disturbing neighbours.  However the Chairman suggested that if the youngsters were 

encouraged to kick a football inside the tennis court, this might help to prevent damage to 

the Parish Centre building and cars parked in the car park.  As a low cost interim measure 

the Chairman suggested painting goal posts on the tennis court perimeter fencing.  With 

the Easter holidays imminent, she suggested that the situation could be monitored as to 

their usage. Councillor Willis undertook to establish the cost of appropriate goal posts 

should the painted version prove unsuitable. 

 

Under the circumstances, the Clerk was requested to arrange for the Handymen to paint 

goal posts on the tennis court perimeter fencing.  

 

 

207/15 LOCAL HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT SCHEME 

 

The Clerk reported that the application to the County Council for funding from the Local 

Highways Improvement Scheme for an improved pedestrian crossing in New Road 

adjacent to the A141/B1040 roundabout had been unsuccessful.  Members were informed 

that the Clerk had attended a County Council panel meeting in January to speak in 

support of the application at which County Councillor Tew had been very supportive.  

However Councillor Tew advised that the scheme had been heavily oversubscribed which 

had meant that only a small proportion of the applications submitted had been successful. 

 

On a related subject, several Members drew attention to a number of potholes in roads in 

the village and the poor condition of the High Street in various locations.  County 

Councillor Tew advised that he had reported a number of potholes that required attention 

following a recent inspection, although he pointed out that because of a lack of funding, 

these now had to be a minimum depth before they would be repaired.  The Clerk reported 

that he would refer the other sites mentioned to the local Highways Supervisor.  
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208/15  LITTER BINS 

 

Members were informed that the District Council had been undertaking a survey of the 

ownership of litter bins in the Huntingdonshire with a view to charging parish councils 

for the emptying of bins in the latter’s ownership.  In the case of Warboys, 13 of the litter 

bins in public locations had been provided by the District Council and 10 by the Parish 

Council.   

 

However all of the bins in Warboys were being emptied by the Parish Council’s 

Handymen on the understanding that the refuse would be collected by the District 

Council’s refuse team when they were in the village on a fortnightly basis.  Under the 

circumstances, the District Council were content to retain the present arrangements in 

Warboys.  

 

The Clerk also reported that the Handymen collected various waste deposited in public 

places in the Parish, such as cycles and small electrical goods, which could not be 

disposed of in the normal waste bins collected by the District Council.  As a result visits 

were made by the Handymen from time to time to the Bluntisham waste recycling facility 

to dispose of the waste.   

 

However on the occasion of the last visit, they had been challenged by staff at the 

recycling facility who had objected to the deposit of the waste on the basis that this was 

not household waste.  The Clerk reported that he had asked County Councillor Tew for 

his assistance in obtaining permission for the Handymen to dispose of waste collected in 

this way but an unhelpful response had been received from an officer suggesting that this 

was trade waste and that a waste carrier licence also was required.  The Clerk suggested 

that the attitude displayed did not conform with recent requests for assistance by the 

County Council for parish councils to accept responsibility or subsidise services that 

would be cut locally and Councillor Tew had advised that he would be pursuing the 

matter internally within the County Council. 

 

 

209/15   BUS SERVICE REVIEW 

 

The Clerk reported on the outcome of the review by the County Council of bus services 

affecting Warboys which had been ongoing for some time.  Although service 22 was 

being subsidised by the County Council, it had been decided to retain the service which 

would operate twice daily to St Ives and new contracts were being awarded to bus 

operators. 

 

 

210/15  REVIEW OF ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS – CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to the decision of the Local Government Boundary 

Commission to issue their final recommendations for the review of electoral 

arrangements for Cambridgeshire County Council.  This included the creation of a new 

electoral division to be named Warboys and The Stukeleys, comprising the parishes of 

Abbots Ripton, The Stukeleys, Upwood & The Raveleys, Warboys, Wistow and 

Woodwalton.   

 



 7 

Members were reminded that they had objected to the proposed division on the basis that 

there was no affinity between the parishes of Warboys and The Stukeleys but the Clerk 

pointed out that the Commission’s primary aim was to achieve electoral parity which 

often meant that local affinities of interest were of less significance. 

 

 

211/15  PROPOSED REPLACEMENT PARISH CENTRE/SPORTS FACILITIES 

 

Further to Minute No. 188/15, the Clerk reported that he had been advised by the Cricket 

Club that they had decided to improve their own existing facilities at the sports field and 

therefore did not wish to use the proposed sports changing rooms etc. to be constructed as 

part of the joint development with a replacement Parish Centre.  The Club had indicated 

that they were not prepared to pay for the use of a new building and were concerned that 

this might not include a bar for socialising during and after matches.  The Clerk reminded 

Members that the Colts Football Club had also been concerned about having to pay for 

the use of changing rooms when the working party had met club representatives. 

 

Members were informed that a meeting of the working party had been convened later in 

the month to discuss the consequences of the Cricket Club’s decision with representatives 

of the Sports Field Committee and the Community Association. 

 

 

212/15 CORRESPONDENCE 

    

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 

 

(a) Bulletin 

 

February 2016 edition published by the War Memorials Trust 

 

(b) Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

March 2016 edition 

 

 

213/15 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that at the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the 

Council, District Councillor Bucknell had reported on the latest situation with regard to 

the condition of Newmans Stores.  Councillor England had also drawn attention to the 

fact that the interactive speed sign in Church Road was permanently illuminated, 

although it was suggested that this potentially was more effective than if it was being 

activated by passing motorists. 

 

 

214/15 ACCOUNTS 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Mrs Harlock, it was 

 



 8 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – February 2016               973.37          

                                                 

W E Batterbee  Salary – February 2016                          838.30 
         
R Edwards  Salary – February 2016               314.00           

 

R Reeves  Salary – February 2016               878.99 

                             

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – February 2016                       1,081.68    

              

R Martin  Half year Clockwinder’s honorarium                50.00 

 

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre                 88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply – Parish Centre                 33.87 

(paid by direct debit) 

 

Dyers of Warboys Post mix                   63.30 

 

The Training   Spraying course                           156.00 

Association (WEST) 

 

Warboys Community Affiliation fee 2016                  10.00 

Association 

 

Cambridgeshire Street lighting energy charges 1/10/14 – 30/09/15     683.44 

County Council 

 

British Red Cross Attendance at first aid course     139.20 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection – April           6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - April        36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  April          30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Broadband –  April – June       64.76 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)       30.55 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – ink cartridge        38.50 
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R Reeves  50% of BT call charges for past quarter     41.54 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies     250.51

   

Essential Ponds Siltex application at The Weir               307.50 

Ivan Barrett  Van MOT and service      545.91 

 

E.ON   Electricity supply – Christmas lighting     77.82

  

Cambridge Water  Half year water rates – Parish Centre    309.25 

Company 

 

C J Ingle  Miscellaneous supplies       63.30 

 

Glasdon UK Ltd Hanging basket brackets                258.52 

 

Cambridgeshire  Water rates – allotments          18.94 

Water Company 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – Amey Cespa soil      144.00 

improver for allotments 

 

 R Reeves  Reimbursement – Dog poo posters from             5.00 

Keep Britain Tidy 

 

 Warboys Parish  Deposit in Cambridge & Counties Bank            25,000.00 

Council 

 

 ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies         32.18 

 

 Wicksteed Leisure Playground safety inspections     216.00 

Ltd. 

 

(b) that payment of the following amount required in advance to secure 

delivery be endorsed:- 

 

Bullfinch (Gas  Gas beacon for Queen’s 90th birthday event   358.80 

Equipment) Ltd. 

 

 

215/15 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for February 2016 and the list of 

Parish Centre bookings for that month (copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members). 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


